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SCIENCE WITHIN ART AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Science Within Art , an exhibition on view free at The Cleveland Museum of Art 
from February 13 through April 20, explores the interrelationship between science, 
technology, and art. About fifty works, including prints, drawings, ceramics, glass 
and metal objects, and textiles, have been selected for their aesthetic value and 
ability to illustrate the role which art has played in the advancement of science 
and technology. 

A part of the exhibition examines the life sciences through anatomical drawings 
and nature studies. Another section explores the material sciences and includes 
textiles, metal, lacquer, glass, and ceramic objects, and several examples of the 
use of pigments and acids. 

Science Within Art focuses primarily on the decorative arts, where science 
and art most intimately mesh. Objects on display include a sixteenth century 
French lead-glazed earthenware platter, a Tiffany three-handled gold iridescent 
glass vase, a Greek amphora of painted terra cotta from the sixth century BC, tenth 
century Chinese glazed stoneware and porcelain, and an Egyptian bronze bowl made 
sometime between the sixth and fourth century BC . The exhibition attempts to 
heighten the viewer’s awareness of the materials from which these objects were made, 
to explain how the materials were understood and used by the artist/craftsman, and 
to indicate how these materials are related to the aesthetic nature of the objects 
themselves . 

Most of the objects in the Science Within Art exhibition are from the permanent 
collection of The Cleveland Museum of Art. However, several prints have been loaned 
by the Cleveland Health Sciences Library Historical Division and The Garden Center 
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of Greater Cleveland, and a copper sculpture comes from George Levitine, Silver 
Spring, Maryland. 

Organized by Lynette Rhodes, former staff member of the Museum's Department 
of Art History and Education, Science Within Art was inspired by Aspects of Art 
and Science , the exhibition held at The Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
1978. The Cleveland exhibition is based upon many of the ideas of Cyril Stanley 
Smith, organizer of the MIT exhibition. 

An illustrated catalog by Lynette Rhodes has been published in the Themes 
in Art Series and is available at the Museum Sales Desk. 

Gallery talks on Science Within Art will be given on Wednesday, March 5, 
and Sunday, March 9, at 1:30 pm. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact the Public Relations Office, 

The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


